
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

GETTING THE BASICS RIGHT 
Land Tenure Reform and Customary Land Rights in Liberia 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Introduction 

The purpose of this flyer is to provide information to communities and other 

stakeholders on the Land Rights Act of 2018, especially the provisions that 

deal with Customary Land.  

 

The Land Rights Act of 2018 

On September 19, 2018 the President of Liberia approved the Land Rights 

Law of 2018, otherwise known as the Land Rights Act or LRA, which was 

published on October 10, 2018. The Senate passed the LRA on August 23rd, 

2018 and the House concurred on September 4, 2018. The LRA is now 

effective following the printing into handbills and published by authority of the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Liberia.  

The LRA covers various issues, notably land ownership and property rights. 

The Act provides for four bundles of rights, namely: the right to possess; the 

right to use; the right to include or to exclude; and the right to transfer singly 

or jointly sale, devise, gift, or otherwise. 
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LIBERIA LAND AUTHORITY 
Sekou Toure Avenue, Mamba Point 

Monrovia, Liberia 
Email: info@lla.gov.llr 
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For information contact the:      For an electronic copy of the Land Rights Act: 

Liberia Land Authority (LLA)      Email: info@lla.gov.lr 

Sekou Toure Avenue, Mamba Point 

Monrovia, Liberia        For a hard copy contact: 

Website: http:/www.lla.gov.lr      Phone:0886560962/0775966207/0777673810 

Phone: 0881568661/0778725695 

 

 
 

What does this new law mean for communities with Customary Land? 
1. Ownership of Customary Land was not registered in the past. Registration of Customary Land 

is now required (Article 11, Section 2). 
 

2. Each community has the right to define its Customary Land area in keeping with customs, oral 

or written history and locally recognized norms (Article 34, Section 1).  
 

3. For a community to have legal personality with all the rights it brings, including the right to enter 

into enforceable contracts and sue and be sued, the Community Members: 

a. Shall develop and adopt by-laws to govern land matters within the community; 

b. Establish a Community Land Development and Management Committee (CLDMC); 

c. Develop processes, including eligibility requirements, for a non-Community Member to 

become a Community Member; 

d. Elect the CLDMC and set up for the conduct of the CLDMC; and 

e. Develop a land use plan. (Article 35)     
   

4. Private Land located within Customary Land shall enjoy equal protection with Customary Land, 

and: 

a. It shall be the joint responsibility of the Community and its members to ensure that the rights 

of every Private Land Owner is protected; and 

b. The Private Land Owner or Owners shall also bear the reciprocal responsibility to the 

Community to abide by rules adopted by the Community. (Article 46, Section 3). 
 

5. Customary Land shall not be sold to a private person or corporation until fifty (50) years 

following the Effective Date of the LRA, which will be in year 2068. 



 

 

What does the Land Rights Act say about land ownership in Liberia? 

1. There are four types of land ownership, including Government Land, Public Land, Private Land and 

Customary Land (Article 7).  

a. The interests and rights in land under all four of these categories are protected under the 

Constitution of Liberia (Article 10, Section 1).  

b. The Government has the authority and responsibility to protect and enforce all of the rights and 

interests under the four categories (Article 10, Section 2).    
 

2. Ownership of land does not extend to Mineral Resources on or below the surface of the Land (Article 5, 

Section 3 of the LRA & Article 22(b) of the Constitution of Liberia). All mineral resources shall belong to 

the Republic and be used for the entire Republic.  
 

3. Ownership of land is limited to Liberian citizens (Article 8, Section 1).  

a. Non-citizen missionary, educational, and other benevolent institutions have the right to own property 

as long as such property is used for the purpose it was acquired for (Article 8, Section 2).  

b. Title to the property shall go back to the original owner or owners of the land after the Land 

Authority makes a determination of the non-use of the property (Article 8, Section 2). 
 

4. Proof of ownership of Private Land shall be by a Deed that is:  

a. Executed or put into force by the rightful owner or owners;  

b. Is probated and registered in keeping with the law; and  

c. Shows a legitimate or legal chain of title. (Article 9, Section 1) 
 

 

5. Proof of ownership of Customary Land shall consist of competent evidence including oral testimony 

showing verifiable evidence of long-standing relationship with or ties to the Community claiming 

ownership of the land (Article 9, Section 2). 
 

a. Ownership of Customary Land shall not be denied because of a failure by the Community to produce 

documentary evidence in support of its claim (Article 9, Section 2). 
 

6. The right to the ownership and use of land is not absolute but is subject to reasonable regulation (Article 

12). 

Why did Liberia decide to carry out land tenure reform?  

1. The Government of Liberia established a Land Commission in 2009 “to propose, advocate and 

coordinate reforms of land policy, laws and programs in Liberia” (Land Commission Act of 2009, 

Section 3.1).  
 

2. Reasons for the formation of the Commission were to address the following:  

a. Inequitable access and insure tenure to land across Liberia; 

b. The issues of land rights, administration, management, sale, possession, occupancy, etc. posed 

major challenges for a peaceful postwar Liberia; and 

c. The issues surrounding land in Liberia had to be resolved in order to maintain perpetual peace 

and stability and to sustain the hard-earned peace after the many years of civil conflict. (Land 

Commission Act of 2009, Section 1.1)  

 

What are some of the main changes to land tenure as a result of the reform? 

1. A Land Rights Policy was adopted in 2013 following nationwide consultations on land. 

Four principles (ground rules or ideas) of this policy are: 

a. The Government is responsible for administering and managing land within the territory of Liberia 

in the public’s interest. 

b. The Government recognizes and protects the land rights of communities, groups, families, and 

individuals who own, use, and manage their land in accordance with customary practices and norms, 

as equal to Private Land rights.  

c. The Government recognizes and protects Private Land rights. 

d. The Government recognizes and protects the right of the Government to own land.  

 

2. When the government adopted the policy in 2013, it agreed that the policy would form the basis for a 

new land rights law (Land Rights Policy, Section 2.0). The Land Rights Act is that new land rights law.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


